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Welcome to Welcome to 
Life BuilderLife Builder’’s s 
Training DayTraining Day
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• Handouts
–Blanks to fill will be underlined
on the screen

• Objective for today:
To Empower You To Recognize 
And To Take Action To Deal 
With Controlling & Difficult 
People
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What Causes a Controlling 
Spirit to Operate in Someone?

• Someone tried to control them 
in the past and in the process, 
hurt them

• Don't want to take 
responsibility for their lives

Identifying a Controlling Spirit

• Attempt To Prevent You From 
Fulfilling Your Call

• Threaten If We Do Not Do What 
The Controller Wants

• Can Be Exceptionally Religious

• Controlled People Feel Trapped -
No Hope Of Being Free

Control Is A 
Contradiction To 

The Nature Of 
God!
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Control Manifests Primarily in 
Three Ways

• Manipulation
– Always has a motive with it

• “If you do this for me, I’ll do this for you”

• Intimidation
– Carries with it the threat of losing something

• “If you want . . . you must do . . .”

• Domination
– Leaves the person with no options

• “You  must . . . You will . . .”

The Desire To Control Can 
Lead To Witchcraft

• Witchcraft is controlling the will of another 
person

• Witchcraft is a work of the flesh (Galatians 
5:20)

• Witchcraft is using illegitimate authority

• Witchcraft is rebellion
– Stubborness is idolatry (1 Sam. 15:23)

Concept Of The Jezebel Spirit

• Identifying It

• Recognizing It’s Schemes

• What To Do About It 

“In order that Satan might not outwit us. For 
we are not unaware of his schemes.”

(2 Cor 2:11)

Honest 
Questions

HurtsStrong PersonalityDysfunction/Boundary/
Other Issues

What Am I Dealing With?
(Some Possibilities)

Emerging Leaders 
–Immature /Unwise

Self PromotionJezebel Spirit

Hurts

Strong Personality

Jezebel Spirit

Dysfunction/Boundary/Other Issues

Honest Questions Jezebel 
Seedbed?

Emerging Leaders –Immature/Unwise

Self Promotion

Jezebel Masquerade?

• “What am I facing 
this time?”

• “Who am I talking 
with now?”

• “What reaction am 
I going to get this 
time?”
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Recommendations

• Don’t Label Everything As Jezebel Or We 
May Miss Ministry Opportunities

• Don’t Dismiss Jezebel As Just Problems
That We Can Help Them With

• Don’t Be Afraid To Identify Jezebel When 
It Is Operating

• Don’t Wait In Dealing With Jezebel

Jezebel

• Churches Are Targeted by the Jezebel Spirit  
Quotes from John Paul Jackson & Rick Joyner

• Not simply a demon that possesses an 
individual

• It is a demonic power in the heavenly realm
– Principality, Territorial spirit

– Can transcend specific geographical boundaries 

– Works in conjunction with powers that torment 
people 

Jezebel Spirit Throughout
The Bible?

• Korah
• Jezebel
• Absalom
• Herodias
• Judas Iscariot
• Demetrius  “loves to have the preeminence”

Jezebel Spirit Seems to Be Very 
Active in the Last Couple of Years

• Among Prophetic Churches & those with 
Prophets

• Among Apostolic Churches & those with 
Apostles

• End Times – spirit of Elijah coming before 
Christ � Jezebel also

– “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before 
that great and dreadful day of the LORD 
comes” Malachi 4:5

Early Warning Signs In People

• Marriage And Family Dysfunction

• Super Spiritual

• Non-submissive

• Relationship Troubles

• Group Of Disciples - weaker people

Red Flags Statements
from John Paul Jackson

"I just want to be your friend." 

"I just want to help you get to where God 
has called you." 

"There are no strings attached to my 
help. I just want to - serve." 
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Red Flags Statements
from John Paul Jackson

"You can trust me. I will always support
you."

"You do not acknowledge my gifting." 

"You do not understand me." 

"You intimidate me. I do not feel like I 
can talk to you." 

Red Flags Statements
from John Paul Jackson

“I have new revelation.”

"The Lord has given me some things that 
I need to share with you." 

"My last pastor did not know how to use 
me or my gifts." 

You/Church Are Probably Being
Attacked If There Are:

• Misunderstandings

• Control Issues

• Forming Of ‘Camps’ Within The Local 
Church

• Loss Of Resources

You/Church Are Probably Being
Attacked If There Are:

• Questioning Of The Way The Local 
Church Is Being Run Or Governed

• Using The Prophetic To Manipulate And 
Control

• Lack Of Submission To Authority

• Betrayal Of Trust By Those You Raised 
Up Into Leadership 

Recognize 
the 

Downward 
Slide in 

Ourselves

Discouragement
Discouragement

ConfusionConfusion
Depression
Depression

Loss of Vision
Loss of Vision

Disorientation
Disorientation

Withdrawal
Withdrawal

Despair
Despair

Defeat
Defeat

“For We Wrestle . . .
• not against flesh 

and blood, but
• against 

principalities, 
• against powers,
• against the rulers 

of the darkness of 
this world, 

• against spiritual 
wickedness in high 
places.” Eph 6:12
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Common Strategies (Schemes)
• “Put on the full armour of God so that you 

can take your stand against the devil's 
schemes.” Eph 6:11

• Know how to recognize manipulative 
situations

• Recognize the wolf in sheep’s clothing

Common Strategies (Schemes)

Person wePerson we

are observingare observing GoalGoalLeaderLeader

Just Leave Syndrome Increasing Force Syndrome

Covert Syndrome Korah Syndrome
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Absalom Syndrome

The Issue is NOT the Issue

• Smaller Or Less 
Pressing Issues 
Come As The 
Presenting 
Problem

• Core (Root) Issues 
Lie Under The 
Presenting Issues

Core Issues:

� Authority

“Must be 
Under 
Authority to 
Have 
Authority”

GodGod

ChristChrist

Authorities inAuthorities in
our life:our life:
HusbandHusband
BossBoss
PastorPastor
Spiritual LeaderSpiritual Leader

Us as
Followers

Have Their Own
Followers

Are Their Own
Authority

JezebelJezebel

SatanSatan

Core Issues:
Authority - continued

– Jezebel uses illegitimate (counterfeit)
authority

– Jezebel usurps (steals) authority that is 
not her own

– The purpose of attacks is to disable the 
spiritual authority of God-given 
leadership

Core Issues :

� Pride

– Consider Themselves Better Than 
Others

– Criticism Of Others – Don’t Measure Up 
To Their Standards

– Quickly Drop The Names Of Those 
They Are Connected To Or Who They 
Have Read



8

Core Issues :

� Rebellion

– Keep Asking For Something Until They 
Get The Answer They Want

– Ignore (“Forget”) That They Have Asked 
Before Or What They Have Said Before

– If You Don’t Give In To What They 
Want, They Indicate They Will Do Their 
Thing Anyway

Core Issues :

� Ambition

- Spiritual Authority Is Not An Honor To 
Be Sought, It Is A Burden To Be Carried

– When They Promote Themselves, Their 
Authority Comes From Themselves And 
Not From God

– Jezebel Is All About Getting It’s Agenda
Done In Promoting Itself

Core Issues :
Ambition – continued

– Root Meaning - “ To Go Around For Votes”

– Usually Presenting Something That Seems 
Godly And Reasonable, So Confusion
Spreads Among The People

– Prophetic Experiences Do Not Testify To 
One’s Maturity Or Importance

– May Use Good “Team” Language - Using 
The System To Promote Themselves

Core Issues :
� Grumbling & Complaining, Criticism & 

Slander

– These are an Offence To God, Body Of 
Christ And Us As Leaders

– Criticism Is A Manifestation Of Pride & 
Judgement

Core Issues :
– Slander - something negative to say about 

others
• “Then Jesus replied, ``Have I not chosen you, 

the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!' - John 6:70 

• A religious spirit will usually get a 
counterfeit gift of discernment of spirits

–Sees what is wrong with others

–Motivated by suspicion,fear & self -
preservation

• Tongue is Out of Control

Core Issues :
– Slander and gossip is like leaven (yeast) –

it will incubate and spread

• 2 Cor 12:20 - “ For I am afraid that when I 
come I may not find you as I want you to be . .  
I fear that there may be quarrelling, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, 
arrogance and disorder.”

• Proverbs 22:10 “Drive out the mocker, and out 
goes strife; quarrels and insults are ended.”
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Core Issues :
� Religious

– Claim A Higher Relationship With The Lord 
- On A Higher Plane Than Others

• “I Only Listen To God And Do What He Tells Me”

• “I Am Carrying Something For This Church”

• “God Told Me . . . .”

– Pseudo-spirituality To Gain Influence Or 
Control 

– Use  Prophetic To Manipulate & Control

Things I Did That Did Not Work

• Ignore it – hope it would go away
• To heal it out

• Teach it out
• Training it out
• Praying it out
• Work alongside it
• Made concessions and compromises
• Pastor it

Jesus’ Singular Approach

“I have given her time to repent
of her immorality, but she is 
unwilling” Rev 2:21

Steps Toward Dealing WithSteps Toward Dealing With

1.1. RecognizeRecognize And And AdmitAdmit There Is A There Is A 
Problem Going OnProblem Going On

2.2. Determine To No Longer Determine To No Longer 
TolerateTolerate ItIt

3.3. ServeServe And And RespectRespect The Lord The Lord 
More Than Anything ElseMore Than Anything Else

Steps Toward Dealing WithSteps Toward Dealing With

4. 4. RepentRepent Of All The Ways That Of All The Ways That 
You Have Previously Used You Have Previously Used 
Control, Manipulation, Control, Manipulation, 
IntimidationIntimidation

5. Know Your Place Of 5. Know Your Place Of GoverningGoverning
AuthorityAuthority Under ChristUnder Christ
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Steps Toward Dealing WithSteps Toward Dealing With

6. Figure Out How 6. Figure Out How AuthorityAuthority Flows Flows 
In Your ChurchIn Your Church

7. Know The 7. Know The FormalFormal Authority, Authority, 
InformalInformal Authority And The Authority And The 
PowerPower BrokersBrokers

Authority RelationshipsAuthority Relationships

EldersElders

PastorPastor

LeaderLeader

PowerPower

BrokerBroker

DeaconsDeacons

DenominationDenomination

Steps Toward Dealing WithSteps Toward Dealing With

8. 8. StepStep Into Your Place Of Authority Into Your Place Of Authority 
In Your ChurchIn Your Church

9. 9. DetermineDetermine Who Is With You In Who Is With You In 
The FightThe Fight

10. 10. CountCount The CostThe Cost

Steps Toward Dealing WithSteps Toward Dealing With

11. Increase The 11. Increase The BoundaryBoundary RulesRules

12.Establish A 12.Establish A Prophetic ProtocolProphetic Protocol
And Publish ItAnd Publish It

13.Do 13.Do Spiritual WarfareSpiritual Warfare Against Against 
Jezebel, Absalom, Jezebel, Absalom, KorahKorah

Steps Toward Dealing WithSteps Toward Dealing With

14.Publically 14.Publically Declare WarDeclare War On On 
Grumbling And ComplainingGrumbling And Complaining

15. Get 15. Get Outside HelpOutside Help

16. Don't Take Them Into (Or Allow 16. Don't Take Them Into (Or Allow 
To Stay In) To Stay In) LeadershipLeadership Just Just 
Because You Are Short Of HelpBecause You Are Short Of Help

Steps Toward Dealing WithSteps Toward Dealing With

17. Call Them To 17. Call Them To RepentRepent –– Jesus Jesus 
DidDid

18. Watch The 18. Watch The CommunicationCommunication
DynamicsDynamics

19. Don't Succumb To 19. Don't Succumb To Emotional Emotional 
BlackmailBlackmail
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Steps Toward Dealing WithSteps Toward Dealing With

20. Warn Them 20. Warn Them OnceOnce –– Warn Them Warn Them 
TwiceTwice –– Then Kick Them OutThen Kick Them Out

““Warn that divisive person once, and then Warn that divisive person once, and then 
warn him a second time.  After that have warn him a second time.  After that have 
nothing to do with him.nothing to do with him.”” Titus 3:10 Titus 3:10 

21. Be Aware That Many People 21. Be Aware That Many People 
Have Likely Been Have Likely Been InfectedInfected

Steps Toward Dealing WithSteps Toward Dealing With

22. Bring 22. Bring HealingHealing To The Whole To The Whole 
BodyBody

23. Move The Church 23. Move The Church AheadAhead

Final Words Final Words –– Be AwareBe Aware

•• Our Goal Should Be To See That Our Goal Should Be To See That 
Person Person Delivered And HealedDelivered And Healed

•• They Most Often Will They Most Often Will Run And Run And 
IsolateIsolate ThemselvesThemselves

Final Words Final Words –– Be AwareBe Aware

•• Because Controllers Have A High Because Controllers Have A High 
Need To Need To WinWin, Watch Out For , Watch Out For 
Those They Those They Take AlongTake Along With With 
Them In Their OffenseThem In Their Offense

•• They Will Resort To They Will Resort To LiesLies

Final Words Final Words –– Be AwareBe Aware

•• They Will Continually Want They Will Continually Want 
MeetingsMeetings And Want To Set The And Want To Set The 
AgendaAgenda

•• There Comes A Time When You There Comes A Time When You 
CanCan’’t (Or Shouldnt (Or Shouldn’’t Try) To t Try) To 
““Unscramble The EggsUnscramble The Eggs””

Final Words Final Words –– Be AwareBe Aware

Draw A Draw A LineLine

Determine Determine It Is OverIt Is Over

Seek To Seek To Move OnMove On
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JesusJesus’’ Final WordsFinal Words

““To him who overcomes and does my To him who overcomes and does my 
will to the end, I will give authority over will to the end, I will give authority over 
the nationsthe nations-- `He will rule them with an `He will rule them with an 
iron iron sceptresceptre; he will dash them to pieces ; he will dash them to pieces 
like pottery' like pottery' -- just as I have received just as I have received 
authority from my Father.  I will also give authority from my Father.  I will also give 
him the morning star.  He who has an him the morning star.  He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.the churches.”” Rev 2: 26Rev 2: 26

You can You can print theprint the resources resources 
presented and a printout of this presented and a printout of this 

presentation at presentation at 
www.bobmacdonaldministries.comwww.bobmacdonaldministries.com//

resourcesresources


