
A Helpful Free Resource for Sermon Builders - by Bob MacDonald

Free things - we all like them - especially when they are useful to
us. I like it when there is a free sermon resource and it is
available in a simple to use electronic form. For many years I
have used a  purchased paper version of this resource. When I
found it available in electronic form - and for free - I switched to
using it. This free resource is the “Colins Thesaurus of the Bible”.
As the printed form it was called “Roget’s Thesaurus of the
Bible”.

This resource is helpful in finding Scriptures that are similar in
thought. It is used to gather what God has said about the topics He has directed us to speak on. As
you recall from my article in the previous Life Builders Newsletter “Sermon Builders”, I used the
analogy of a key ring with keys as a basic way to put together a sermon. The keys are the main points
of the topic. The teeth on the keys are the Scriptures, illustrations, applications that bring the point
home to those listening to us.

When we are building a point (putting teeth on the key), we need to know what God has said about
the subject. The reason we preach a sermon is to communicate the truth of God as given to us in the
Bible. It is not enough to be giving our own ideas. We need to know what God says.

A concordance is a helpful tool that enables us to find verses that contain the same word. This
usually works for a particular version of the Bible in a specific language. There are many printed
concordances and Bible programs that allow you to search for specific words or phrases.

A topical Bible is also a helpful resource. Naves Topical Bible is such a resource. It uses English
words as headings for the topics. However this means that often the words used as headings overlap
in meaning. When using a topical Bible, other concepts that could be included are not given under
the topics.

“Collins Thesaurus of the Bible” goes beyond a concordance and a topical Bible in that it allows you
to find passages of Scripture that are similar in meaning. Just like a regular thesaurus, these passages
of Scripture are linked together by thought regardless of the version of translation or the language
of the translation.

I have found Collins Thesaurus guides me into considering various other branches of a subject that
I might not have considered on a given thought. This gives a larger picture of what God has to say
on a subject and the lines of thought connected to that subject.

“Collins Thesaurus of the Bible” is available as a free download from the internet at the following
web address:  www.colinday.co.uk/downloads/index.shtml 
After it is installed, it is a simple matter of typing in a mainsubject to see the connected thoughts and
Scriptures that speak to it.

http://www.colinday.co.uk/downloads/index.shtml


I have included a screen snapshot to show the simple layout and the ease of use.

 I have used the thought of forgiveness in the Subject Index. You will notice in the Classification
Tree that there are several connected thoughts. When one of those is clicked on, the Bible references
appear in the References column. Those references can then be looked up in a paper Bible or viewed
in a computer Bible program.

This is just one of the many helpful resources that we have to use as Sermon Builders. As we speak
for God and instruct the people in the Word of God, it is important that we use the Word of God
carefully and in it’s full context.

“ Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved, a workman who has
no cause to be ashamed, correctly analysing and . . . rightly handling and skilfully teaching the
Word of Truth.”2Ti 2:15 

Keep on building sermons that will transform people’s lives.  “For the Word of God is living and
powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing apart of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
Heb 4:12


